
“Thus says the LORD:  Just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return 

there till they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to the one who 

sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; my 

word shall not return to me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it.” 

The above quote is the full text from our first reading this weekend from the prophet Isaiah.  This 

text talks about how the rain comes down to water our earth and nourishes the ground to support 

and produce life.  The fruits of the earth spring up, giving us nourishment and life. 

  

This is also so true for the Word of God.  This word comes to us from the Lord, it is often placed 

in the hearts of prophets or on their lips.  This word goes out to the ends of the earth, nourishing 

our souls, and with God’s grace, inspiring us to act in ways that will bear much fruit. 

  

This nourishment that we receive from God’s Word and from the Sacrament of the Body and 

Blood of His Son is so important to our everyday lives.  This nourishment helps us to be able to 

go out into the world, taking this word that we have received, and sharing it with others. 

  

Before I entered the seminary, when I lived in downtown Portland, I would often go and visit 

different churches around the Portland area.  There was one parish where the priest would end 

Mass by saying, “having been nourished in Word and Sacrament, let us go forth in peace to love 

and serve our Lord.”  These words continue to be with me to this day.  Yes, we are nourished in 

the WORD and the SACRAMENT.  Both of these sources of nourishment are so vital and 

important in our lives. 

  

Let’s take a moment to reflect upon the goodness that our God pours out into our lives and 

hearts.  Let us feed on this nourishment and hope that it will produce much fruit, so that the 

blessings that God pours out for each one of us may not return to him void. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For the last several years, Monica Conrow has been the volunteer director of our Confirmation 

program.  She has led our youth faithfully year after year guiding them on the journey to the 

Sacrament of Confirmation.  I am grateful to her for her dedication to this important ministry and 

I am also grateful for her family in supporting her in the time that she has sacrificed so that she 

has been able to offer her time and talent in this way to our parish. 

  

At this time Monica has shared with me that she will be stepping away from this ministry.  I am 

sad to see her give up this ministry.  It is also an opportunity for us as a parish to look at our 

Confirmation program and to welcome a new person to help with this important ministry.  

  

I would ask that as a parish that we thank Monica for her time as our Confirmation Coordinator 

and to pray that we will find a new person to take over this role.  So, I will be looking for a new 

Confirmation Coordinator.  If you feel that you may be called to help with this ministry or feel 

like you may want to step up to be the Confirmation Director, please send me an email and let 

me know. 

  

In Christ’s Love,   

 

Fr. James  



 


